MR.   WINSTON   CHURCHILL
so too and returned him with a handsome majority
as a "Constitutionalist." Churchill was able to
identify himself with the integrity of Britain. He
asked his electors which they preferred the Red Flag
or the Union Jack? No doubt his sense oi* humour
sometimes allows him to look back with amusement
at the label he bore and the things he said. In a few
days lie was back within tint Conservative fold which
he had been attacking for twenty years. Baldwin
made him Chancellor of the Exchequer. That most
astute of judges had always held Winston to be a
dangerous man. So he was dangerous to all col-
leagues who could not compete with him. At the
Treasury no doubt Winston could do little, harm either
to his party or his leader.
The nation's revenue; did not suffer in his hands,
though he is associated with the abortive Betting Tax*
Once again during the rather sterile years from 1924
to 1929 did Churchill srncll powder. The General
Strike of ic)'->(> gave him the chance to run an emer-
gency newspaper, the liritish (hzette* To him this
convulsion seemed political blackmail and an anar-
chist conspiracy. His attitude caused people to thank
heaven that he did not have the supreme responsi-
bility. They may have forgotten their own propo-
sition that there arc degrees oi'authority and that the
higher a man's responsibility the greater may bet his
moderation.
Now was the moment for Churchill's most irritating
foible to show itself. There was only one man of his
calibre in the Government the Karl of Birkrnhcad,
who was in charge of the India Office. When he
looked at the majority ofhis colleagues he fell ho was
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